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Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 – the passion and death of Jesus 

So much time is spent in the gospels trying to figure out who Jesus is. 

- Who do people say that I am? Who do you say that I am? Some called him Moses 
come again, some Elijah. 

In the beginning of today’s passage, the people want to declare him king; by the end, a 
Roman centurion – and religious pagan – declares him God’s son. 

Who is God, and why does the modern age have such disagreement over the answer? 

In the Christian Church, broadly speaking we affirm that God is revealed to humanity in the 
scriptures, having created the universe and given us the law to live by; that God was most 
fully revealed in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, who is the Christ; and that God is 
experienced in all times and all places through the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, who guides 
us. 

That is a great deal to believe in, and I am comforted in my faith in it and in sharing that faith 
with you all in this community of believers and seekers. But we have to be at peace with the 
mysteries left unknown to us, at peace with saying ‘I don’t know’ far more than a specific 
answer like what is outlined in our creeds.  

Many of you know I am fond of saying ‘I don’t know’ as one of my favorite answers to any 
question about God. Pretending like we do know everything there is to know about God and 
wanting a rock solid answer for everything is like trusting in the constructional integrity of a 
house of cards. We can know and have faith in a great deal, and still fill volumes with what 
we don’t know. 

So at the outset of this holy week, let us reflect on the other way of Lent. As we look ahead 
down the path of what is coming, let us find comfort in what may still be a mystery to us but 
is not a mystery to our sovereign God. Lent reminds us of the mystery of God and even the 
mystery that surrounds so much of Jesus – even though he is the fullest revelation of God 
known to the world. The Paschal mysteries that await us this week are perhaps the greatest 
in our tradition. 

 



To that end, I want to share something I heard recently from Pete Holmes, who grew up in 
the Christian church and even worked as a youth pastor after college, but is now a stand up 
comedian. He has continued to search and explore his faith for new and greater meaning in 
our world. He said: “God is the name of the blanket we put over the mystery (of God) to give 
it shape.”1 Read: we can know and believe very real things about God, but there is still 
much that eludes the eyes of our faith; but we must be able to talk about it, to give some 
sense of the shape of the mystery, and that – THAT – is what we call God revealed to us in 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and that is an active presence in our lives as redeemer, saver, 
and sustainer. Go into this holy week embracing the mystery that is under the shape of the 
blanket we love, and that loves all of us. 

 
1 From Pete Holmes via Barry Taylor, the road manager of AC/DC 


