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Jeremiah 31:33-34

But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and
| will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat
on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; | know
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here;
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him.” This is my message for you.” So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!” And
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to
go to Galilee; there they will see me.’




Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.’

Sermon

Two women showed up that first Easter morning long ago.
They showed up at stone-sealed tomb guarded by soldiers.
Matthew doesn’t say why they came other than “They went to
see the tomb” of Jesus. What did they expect to see?
Apparently, they expected to see the last remnant of One who
had changed their lives and left them too soon and too alone.

Then came the earthquake. Their lives had already been
shaken. Now the earth itself was shaking beneath their feet. An
angel showed up and had the audacity to say what angels so
often say: “Don’t be afraid” (Don’t’ be afraid, even though those
armed guards over at the tomb are paralyzed with fear.”)

The angel reveals the impossible after moving the stone
away from the entrance to the tomb. The angel declares that
Jesus’ body isn’t in the tomb. “He’s been raised from the dead . . .
just as he told you he would.” Look inside the tomb. Look for
yourselves. Before the women have time to recover from the
earthquake, the appearance of an angel, and the revelation that
Jesus’ body is gone, the angel says: “Go tell the disciples.” And,
Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.”

As the women left the tomb with both fear and joy, Jesus met
them. Can you imagine it? Mary Magdalene and the other Mary —
overwhelmed with fear and joy — bow down, hold on to Jesus’
feet, and worship him. Jesus echoes what the angel had said:
“Don’t be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there
they will see me.” | am going ahead of them to Galilee.
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Going ahead of us is the way of Jesus. It is the way of
God. It is the way of the Holy Spirit.

We go nowhere that Jesus hasn’t gone before us. We go
nowhere that the Holy Spirit does not accompany us. We go
nowhere that God is absent, unaware, disinterested, or
powerless.

Long before that first Easter, God was going ahead of the
people of old, promising and laying the groundwork of a New
Covenant. God promised to put his law within us, to write it on our
hearts. God said: “| will be their God.” I'm not leaving them. I'm
not giving up on them. | will not stop loving them. | will forgive
them. My law and love will be written on their hearts. God is a
God who goes ahead of us and goes with us.

In like manner, Jesus had gone ahead of the disciples before
that first Easter and before their journey to Galilee on the day he
rose from the dead. Jesus went ahead of the disciples, he went
ahead of all of us and for all of humanity on the darkest, most
dreadful journey imaginable. He went ahead of us to the Garden
of Gethsemane — in the valley of the shadow of death so we can
know that he suffers with us and is present to us in that valley
when we walk through it. Jesus went ahead of us to the cross of
Calvary and to the depths of hell to spare us that same journey.
He went before us to the desolate tomb. He went before us as he
was raised from death in the tomb to glorious life. He went ahead
of us to prepare a place for us in heaven. He showed us the way
and he taught us that he is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is
the Way to the place he has prepared for us for all eternity.

On that first Easter, the risen Christ went ahead of the
disciples to Galilee, as he said he would. There was no step along
that journey which the disciples would make which was unfamiliar
to Jesus. There was no obstacle or danger that might threaten
them, no opportunity or gift available to them along the way, that
Jesus did not know and had not experienced. It is the same for us
as we make our journeys today.



Well, what happened when the disciples arrived in Galilee?
Their response was the same as the that of the two Marys back at
the tomb. “When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some of
them doubted.” Worship and belief, fear and doubt.

Recall how Mary Magdalene and the other Mary left the
tomb with fear and great joy and ran to tell the disciples. | find it
encouraging that both fear and great joy along with many other
emotions are not mutually exclusive. Our friends who are facing
sorrow speak of holding grief in one hand and gratitude in the
other. Grief and gratitude are not mutually exclusive, they say.

For the disciples there was grief AND gratitude, doubt AND
belief, fear AND joy, despair AND hope. Still they chose to
worship Jesus — risen from the dead. They worshiped the One
who was their way, their truth, and their life.

Then, Jesus entrusted the disciples with continuing his
ministry. He gave them the job of making disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. He gave them the responsibility of teaching others
to obey what he had commanded. Jesus made this promise: not
only do | go ahead of you, | am with you always, to the end of the
age. As we know, this responsibility (along with this promise) is for
us, as well. We have inherited both the responsibility and the
promise.

Today, on this Day of Resurrection . . . this Easter Sunday,
we worship God who has gone ahead of us to write God’s law of
love indelibly on our hearts, to make a New Covenant with us,
and to forgive our sins. We worship God who promises that we
will know him. We worship God who promises to be with us.

Today, on this Day of Resurrection . . . this Easter Sunday,
we worship Jesus, who has gone ahead of us and gone on behalf
of us through death — even death on a cross. He has gone ahead
of us to the grave, and he has gone ahead of us to the place he
has prepared for us — an eternity with him. In the mystery and
power of our Savior, he is also with us on every journey we take,
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even our own journey through death and to eternal life. He keeps
his promise: he is with us always, even to the end of the age.

I’m not sure where you are on your journey today. You may
be fearful and/or joyful. You may be grieving while also feeling
grateful. You may doubt that any of this true or you may be
searching for answers, or you may be filled with faith. You may be
despairing today, holding on to just a glimmer of hope, or maybe
not even that. You may be walking through the valley of the
shadow of death — death of a relationship, death of a dream, or
facing the end of your life or that of a loved one. You may be at
the heights of joy and celebrating the moments of your life right
NOW.

Wherever you are, Jesus has gone before you and Jesus
goes with you. He is not in the tomb. He is not dead. He is going
ahead of us, even now. You are not alone. Hear the promise of
Jesus once more, “And remember, | am with you always, to the
end of the age.” Remember this truth: death does not get the last
word; life does because the Lord is risen. He is risen indeed.

Today, if you long to be closer to God through Jesus or if you
are considering faith in Christ, you don’t have to have all the
answers, you don’t have to be fearless or joyful or hopeful. Know
that God’s love is written upon your heart. Know that you are
loved and that you matter. You can start like the women at the
tomb and the disciples upon seeing Jesus. | believe it will be
irresistible for us as it was for them. Bow down and worship
Jesus. Whether you're starting your journey or continuing your
journey, know that you are not alone. Christ is risen. He is risen
indeed.



