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|saiah 55:1-13
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
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making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Luke 5:27-32

After this Jesus went out and saw a tax-collector named Levi, sitting at the
tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.” And he got up, left everything,
and followed him.

Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his house; and there was a large
crowd of tax collectors and others sitting at the table with them. The
Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, ‘Why
do you eat and drink with tax-collectors and sinners?’

Jesus answered, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick; | have come to call not the righteous but sinners to
repentance.’

Sermon

They had been defeated. They had been forced out of their homeland
and exiled in Babylon. They lacked many things during their exile. They
have been traumatized and scarred by their experiences of war and exile.

Now they’re home. They have little or no money. Their homes have
been occupied by their conquerors and those left behind in the rubble. Now
they are home. They are back in Jerusalem, and it's worse than they
imagined.

Change the dates and the names and this could describe and will
describe many parts of our world because of the ravages of war.



God speaks through Isaiah strange words to these refugees returning
home — to a home that must be rebuilt. “You who have nothing, come and |
will feed you and provide you water for free.”

Does this mean God will provide literal food and water? Or will God
simply provide spiritual food and living water? Will this happen for exiles
during their lifetime? Or, is this only a future reality? Are these same
promises for people today in similar circumstances? Must they follow God
first before receiving material gifts of good and water and God’s grace,
love, and mercy?

Are these promises for us as those who may already have material
abundance, but who still hunger and thirst for spiritual sustenance and
abundance? If so, can we expect all this for free? Are there any people we
wouldn’t want to receive these gifts of love and grace?

Shouldn’t all this goodness and grace from God cost something?
Shouldn’t we and anyone who would receive this abundance from God
have to earn it? Shouldn’t we have to work for it? Shouldn’t other people
have to work for it?

God says: “Listen to me. That’s not how | operate.” “Turn to me
and stop thinking like the world thinks . . . stop acting like the world acts.”
Left to your own devices, you buy all kinds of stuff that will never do for you
that which | will do for you. Left to your devices, you will never be satisfied.

God says my way is the Higher Way. It is the way of generosity,
grace, mercy, and love. It is the way of abundance, not scarcity. | know it
doesn’t make sense. And it won’t make sense when you try to live this way
and especially when you try to live this way toward others. But . . . “My
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

God’s way is the Higher Way, and to this Higher Way God calls us to
operate, as well.

Jesus was questioned for living this way — for living the Higher Way.
Jesus invited and called Levi (a tax collector) to follow him and Levi “got up,
left everything, and followed Jesus.”

Then Levi hosted a great banquet. He invited Jesus and his friends —
the other tax collectors. Tax collectors were despised and called “sinners”
because they were in cahoots with Rome and were part of the financial
exploitation of the Israelites.

Jesus accepted the invitation to the banquet. He hung out with tax
collectors. He shared a banquet feast with them. This brought criticism from
the Jewish religious leaders. “Why? Why do you eat with tax collectors and
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sinners?” Jesus answered, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick; | have come to call not the righteous but
sinners to repentance.” This is Jesus’ version of saying “My thoughts are
higher than your thoughts. My ways are higher than your ways.” Jesus
consistently chose and modeled for us the Higher Way.

In the movie The Way we encounter people who are traveling
together on the Camino de Santiago in Spain and France. People walk this
Way for many reasons, but Tom (the main character in the movie) is
walking this pilgrimage in honor of his deceased son. When he arrives for
the pilgrimage, the host greets him saying, “We were expecting you.” Tom
realizes that this is the way the host tells everyone they are welcome and
included. “We were expecting you.” Marcia McFee poses these questions
for us: What if we lived as if we were ‘expecting any stranger/pilgrim who
crosses our path? What if we greet each person in search of sustenance
with ‘Welcome, we were expecting you’?

| think this has been beautifully carried out in the past week and a half
as we have welcomed our unhoused guests to eat and sleep in our church.
| believe we've tried to convey: “Welcome, we were expecting you. You are
welcome here.” We have tried our best to provide food and water without
price. We have tried our best to provide grace, love, and acceptance. Every
church and organization in PORT, along with their staff, try to convey this
welcome.

Some wonder why we participate in this ministry and others that don’t
put people in our pews or cash in coffers. To which God says: “My ways
aren’t your ways. My thoughts are not your thoughts.” Operate like |
operate. “Come, all you who have no money; come, buy, and eat.” Perhaps
God is reminding us “For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the
thing for which | sent it.” God’s way is the Higher Way.

| posed many questions at the beginning of this message. | do not
know all the answers to the questions. | especially struggle to ponder what
these words mean to today’s refugees and others who are exiles in lands
foreign to them. What must they think when they hear these words. | hope
that somehow we can be part of the fulfilment of God’s promises to exiles,
refugees, and immigrants . . . as well as people without homes and in other
desperate situations. It is my prayer that through our help they may
experience God’s welcome and grace, mercy and love. | pray that
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somehow those in need experience from us individually and collectively as
the church that they belong, that we were expecting them, that we care
about them.

| also pray for all of us who are seeking hope and belonging, all of us
who may feel lost and alone, that we may experience God’s warm embrace
and welcome and that of Christ’s church even now. I’'m confident that we
will all experience this in the life to come, but I'm hopeful we can be a
provisional glimpse of the joy of welcome, the joy of coming home, the joy
of belonging even now.

Let us remember the Higher Way of God . . . the Higher Way Jesus
modeled for us. Let us choose the Higher Way as we relate to others. It is
my sure hope and confidence that we will go out in joy and be led back
home in peace.



