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My kids now suggest jokes for me to use in my sermons, because maybe I’ve given them
the impression that I’m using preaching as a launch point for a career in stand-up comedy.
Hazel told me that | could tell you all that it was her birthday yesterday as a joke for my
sermon. | said ‘Ok, but what’s the joke?’ “That it’s my birthday.” ‘But it is your birthday on
Saturday.’ “Yeah, so now they’ll know.” In the end, | thought that was kind of funny, but
also...now you know. 8 years old.

During my sabbatical, my family went on a big, special trip over Christmas and New Year’s
to Europe. We visited Copenhagen, Munich, Venice, Rome, and London. Until we got to the
UK at the end, every time we went out to eat and, trying to be responsible with our wallet
and our sugar intake, ordered water to drink — regular, ordinary tap water —we had to pay
the equivalent of $4-5 for a liter of water. It was so strange and frustrating, and by the time
we got to London and were offered water that we did not have to pay for, it was like a breath
of fresh air or, if you will, a cool drink of water.

That experience came to mind as | spent time with this passage ahead of today. We hear
Jesus asking for a drink of water and he’s not handed a bill for the drink but rather gets
drawn into a beautiful dialogue with this wonderful stranger. Now that | think about it, we
never find out if he actually gets the drink of water or not...but maybe that’s not the point. ;)

Let’s look at the passage.

- Right out of the gate, we have to be aware of the passage before this one because
that is how books are read, but more importantly because the people who first
received this story received it by ear and not by reading it. So we need to keep in
mind that they would have just heard John 3 with Jesus and Nicodemus in the
famous encounter that gives us John 3:16.

o Stark contrast between Samaritan woman and Nicodemus
= Named/unnamed
= Jew/Samaritan
= Man/woman



= Night/day
= Religious leader/woman who has been married/partnered 5 times
o She, like Nicodemus, points out the impossibility in what Jesus is offering -
you can’t crawl back into the womb to be born again and you can’t get water
without a bucket
o Unlike Nicodemus - she is not coming to Jesus, Jesus is the outsider who has

come to her
Didn’t have to go through Samaria; there is a trans Jordan route that was apparently
more typical for travelers between Jerusalem and Galilee, but this is most direct and
allows Jesus to make an important statement about his ministry early on
Samaria background re exile (this area was populated differently during the
Babylonian exile and because of this the religious practice of the area evolved
differently; plus they didn’t want to rebuild the Temple after it was first destroyed,
which diverged from the rest of the Jewish people), which shows just how strong the
boundary was between Jew/non-Jew. Oh, you don’t want to rebuild the Temple?
Pagan!
Big encounters at wells: Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, Moses and
Zipporah, now a scene between Jesus and a Samaritan woman.
Jesus IS greater than Jacob
Sarah Ruden, who has a wonderful translation of the gospels as a standalone book,
says the word often translated as ‘husband’ is ambiguous and she chooses to
translate it as ‘man’. “You’ve had five men and the man you have now isn’t lawfully
yours.” There’s no judgment here — that doesn’t appear to be Jesus’ point - but he
uses this to prove that he is special, that he is greater than Jacob, that he may
indeed be the Messiah.
Living water from Leviticus — just means fresh, running water

We have to build that with:

Chris Carrasco’s “daily dose of spiritual nutrition” sermon, given at PEVA’s January meeting

We are nourished physically every day with food and water. Why would we only be
nourished spiritually once a week?! We need our Holy Spirit vitamins and nutrition
every day: in scripture, in prayer, in Bible study, in nature, in work, in exercise, in
community, and in solitude. Good message. Good things happen at presbytery
meetings, but nobody ever wants to go with me...

To build on that, | was reflecting on something | heard about water in Haiti over six years
ago. Many of you know that we have a very longstanding relationship with missionaries in

Haiti, Bruce and Deb Robinson. Bruce grew up in this church and is still serving in Haiti; his



wife, Deb, helps from Florida now and takes care of Jim, Bruce’s dad. Bruce and Deb do
many things in their mission work there, but creating new access points to water in
northwest Haiti has been the central theme of their work for decades.

The situation in Haiti has become even more problematic and dangerous, as wild as that is
to say, and we haven’t been able to send mission groups there since 2019. But on the heels
of that last trip, when Bruce and Deb came here for their annual visit, Bruce described for
us all what the water situation is like in Haiti.

- Walking miles to get to a water source

- Two or three 5 gallon jugs filled and carried back

- ltis primarily done by women and children, which certainly echoes the biblical
scenes we tend to see about people at wells and springs fetching water.

- This water is used for everything but bathing, and these trips must be done every.
single. day.

- The quote from Bruce Robinson that really stuck with me: “walking miles for water
gives new meaning to Living Water; imagine one water fountain for a whole
subdivision.”

- To be honest with you, | cannot imagine doing that before the vision in my head turns
into some strange, dystopian, postapocalyptic panic dream. Rich or poor in this
country, we do not have to worry about access to water, at least not yet, Lord willing.
| counted them and | have 7 different locations in and around my home where | can
get water —and 13 or more faucets and spigots. How unthinkable it is to even have to
go outside to get water to bring inside, let alone walking miles to a central spotin my
neighborhood to fill up on water for the day.

- Itis not hard to imagine, however, someone in Haiti being very intrigued by Jesus’
proposition of water that would eternally flow within a person —and it would be easy
to take that literally at first because of how hard you have to work to get water each
and every day.

In today’s passage, Jesus switches back and forth between actual water for physical thirst
and spiritual water from God for spiritual thirst.

What if: the metaphor in Jesus’ offer is deeper than it might appear on the surface — or at
least more layered? What if he isn’t just saying that you won’t be thirsty again because
you’ll have taken in this living water into your body, your mind, your spirit, your very being?
What if Jesus is saying that in your life he will place a spring of fresh, running water that will



quench your thirst in an ongoing way, each and every time you get thirsty — and we know
how often we get thirsty?

The message for us here today — besides being grateful for the water we have easy access
toin our lives —is that through Jesus, God is speaking to our essential and fundamental
needs as human beings with spiritual needs that go along with our physical ones; God is
offering us spiritual sustenance in a world that is thirsty for it; and God is not shy about
spreading that good news in all places and for all people — even people who believe you
should worship God on that mountain rather than this building. The eternal spring of fresh,
running water that God offers removes the walls that divide us and quenches our spiritual
thirst each and every day.




